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Participant interactions after
training keep motivation strong

Prayer triplets are an ideal way for International Saline
participants to encourage one another to practice principles learned
in training.A prayer triplet is small enough to coordinate packed

schedules when making
the commitment to
meet regularly, whether
by phone, Internet or in
person. Participants also
can meet conveniently
atThe Forum on the
new International Saline
website. Here they are
encouraged to share
stories about raising faith
flags or taking a spiritual

history and can explain how they make use of a spiritual referral
team, for instance. Creativity is fostered when participants
communicate with one another about their experiences. Motivation,
creativity, flexibility, perseverance — these count when International
Saline principles go into effect. But the most important ingredient is
the work of the Holy Spirit welcomed in prayer.
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IHS Heartbeat
The circle widens as INTERNATIONAL SALINE makes inroads

east, west, north, and south. In October, the training debuted in Siberia.
Alet Uittenbogaard, a Dutch trainer with International Saline partner
Healthcare Christian Fellowship International, led the sessions,
accompanied by Elisabeth Noel, from France.

While the training is entirely new to them, the
Russian healthcare workers understood the eternal
significance and wanted to learn.They became
enthusiastic about being a Christian in the
workplace, despite restrictions against sharing faith
in their country.

Participants spoke about their own
experiences, which were excellent examples for the
training and gave it relevance for their context. It is
not a cultural norm for doctors in Siberia to treat
patients with care and compassion. However,

participants’ eyes were opened to the opportunity of helping patients
draw nearer to God, cultivating faith by their caring.

People in need arrive in their healthcare settings daily — these
newly trained workers now have tools to share the life of Christ in a

natural way.“The training has helped them to relax,
to simply ‘be’ a Christian healthcare worker and to
use the contacts with patients and colleagues in a
normal setting,”Alet said.

Among the 46 participants in four locations,
mostly female doctors and nurses, there was one
non-Christian psychiatrist. She was open and
interested, and Alet and Elisabeth were able to visit
her clinic the next day.

Multiplication is happening.A participant in the
October training will soon be training medical students
in a difficult to reach area of Siberia.

Vital Signs
Reflections on the experience in
Siberia echo responses elsewhere:
• Participants felt that the pressure of “having to convert

people” was taken away.

• In church and with Christians, they speak Christian
jargon, but in the workplace they learned to
communicate on the level of the patient, which
establishes common ground.

• They learned to be a witness, salt and light, in their
workplace — seen as a mission field.

• A burden was taken off their shoulders.
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enabling medical professionals

to share Christ’s love

at the time of need,

patient by patient

Pioneering Ministry in Siberia

When the surgeons do not know any more what to
do, they ask me to pray! Mostly God hears and the
problem is solved.” - operating room nurse in Siberia
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Alet Uittenbogaard in Schladming,Austria
(September 2008).
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Board of Reference
Russ Cadle, D.Min., Friendship Ministries Foundation
Professor the Lord Ian McColl of Dulwich, U.K. House of Lords
Honorable Joseph Pitts, U.S. House of Representatives
Richard Stearns, President, World Vision
John Crouch, M.D., President, In His Image International
Daniel Wolgemuth, President/CEO, Youth for Christ
Harold Koenig, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry, Duke University

International Saline Partnership
Christian Medical Fellowship–UK
Evangelical Medical Fellowship of India
Healthcare Christian Fellowship International–

The Netherlands
International Christian Medical and Dental Association–

South Africa
Nurses Christian Fellowship International–UK
Ukraine Medical Outreach

Staff
Robert D. Snyder, M.D., President
Scott Camilleri, Director for Advancement
Nancy McHugh, Executive Assistant
DianeVescovi, International Saline Coordinator

How to contact us:
International Health Services
P.O. Box 265
Southeastern, PA 19399-0265
P: 610-935-6030, F: 610-935-6032
bsnyder@internationalhealthservices.org

This pioneering movement among
international medical professionals
has improved the quality of patient care.
- Honorable Joseph Pitts, U.S. House of Representatives
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A higher standard.
A higher purpose.

For International Saline sessions:
• January 17-24 Healthcare Christian Fellowship International’s retreat in

Switzerland (using new German translation)

•February 20-22 Moscow,Agape Medical Center

•March 7-8 Poland, IHS Foundation–Hungary

•March 14 Belgium, with HCFI

•March (TBD) Bulgaria, IHS Foundation–Hungary

•March 21 Nepal, HCFI-led with medical missionary organization

•March 27-29 Singapore – Prayer Alert! This strategic session will
bring trainers together from Australia, India, and South Africa.
Training will be led by International Health Services’
master trainers, with Bob Snyder’s coaching.

For Resources:
•Website capacity and usage to support the growing witness to Christ
of healthcare workers living everywhere between Bogotá in Colombia
and cities in Siberia

•German translation expected completion mid-December

Simplify your giving and save time!
An Electronic FundsTransfer agreement, which
you establish or modify in writing, authorizes an
automatic donation from your bank account
each month. A downloadable form is available
at www.internationalhealthservices.org or
call Nancy McHugh 610-935-6030.

Praise God!
International Health Services welcomes Scott Camilleri as director
for advancement – we anticipate fresh vision and an infusion of energy
for the growth of ministry support in both prayer and finances.
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FREE, online weekly faith stories from Dr. Snyder illuminate biblical
principles for followers of Jesus. With intimacy, honesty, and openness,
the lessons encourage readers to look for God their own adventure of
faith. Great as discussion starters in Sunday School or a small group.
Sign up today! Visit:www.lessonslearnedonthejourney.com
One minute of your day...with eternity in focus.

Lessons Learned on the Journey
by Dr. Bob Synder


